
 

 

 

     
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM REV. JENNI 
 
Good Friday, folks!   
 
I hope that you’ve had a good week.  
 
So much is happening in the world that is beyond comprehension right now - 
mass murders in Iran of university students, flooding in various areas of the 
world and continued racism and extremism in many places. How can we make 
sense of it all? The level of evil does seem high these days and I'm certain God is 

wondering what on earth is going on too. "What are those humans doing to one another?" I imagine God 
thinking. 
 
What are we doing?  
 
There has been a group that has been looking at the course by the University of Alberta called Indigenous 
Canada. "Indigenous Canada is a 12-lesson Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) from the Faculty of Native 
Studies that explores the different histories and contemporary perspectives of Indigenous peoples living in 
Canada. From an Indigenous perspective, this course explores complex experiences Indigenous peoples face 
today from a historical and critical perspective highlighting national and local Indigenous-settler relations."   
 
Is this course something that you could do to better understand the Indigenous experience?  Would this 
course help you to come to terms with the renaming that is happening in Ottawa and around the country?  I 
believe it is one way that you can actively work to be anti-racist, in a tangible, work and learn from home 
way.  Kudos to all the Kitchissippi folks who are already taking this course: I count around 15 people who are 
on the email list - well done, all of you! 
 
Another way to become more actively anti-racist is to participate in the United Church of Canada's 40 Days 
of Engagement on Anti-Racism. It begins THIS TUESDAY OCTOBER 11TH, with an online seminar with 
DESMOND COLE!  Desmond speaks extensively about anti-racism, advocacy, and action, and on October 11 at 
7:00 p.m. EDT, he’ll be speaking with us—the United Church! It is free to attend but you need to register 
here:  event page  
 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 
Creation Time – Thanksgiving Sunday 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP at 10 AM LIVE STREAM 
WWW.KITCHISSIPPIUC.COM 

HERE IS THE LINK TO VIEW THE KUC YOUTUBE CHANNEL ON SUNDAYS 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwATU1r0zB1PIIaRmr2teVA 

 



 

 

I was asked in the Spring if I would participate in the 40 Days and so I've written a piece and will also help 
facilitate a study group. These study groups are similar to the one that Ken Huffman has been leading (with 
the course Indigenous Canada).  The study group will happen every week - you will see it below: 40 Days 
study group. Small groups will be gathering weekly, and there’s still time to sign up for one! The deadline for 
registration is October C11 at 12:00 noon, ET. I am not sure which group I will be leading yet - they are still 
figuring that out from everyone's availability. So, please sign up and join with people from across this great 
United Church of ours, working to understand racism, become more actively anti-racist and learn more 
about people who are like you and me: followers of Jesus, trying to make a difference in the world. 
 
We live with such privilege right now: our students at the two universities here in Ottawa do not fear for 
their lives, we can be reasonably assured that if we decide to protest/march/walk outside Parliament or 
along a parkway, that we will not be shot/injured/imprisoned/killed for doing so. The people of Iran are God's 
people as well, they are doing their best to live in a place where 
power, greed and control are taking priority over personal rights and 
freedoms.  From what I understand, it is a long struggle - it has been 
going on for centuries. I have recently read a couple of books that 
while they are fiction, they have illuminated the struggle on a 
personal level, while teaching us: by Susan Abulhawa Mornings in 
Jenin (2010) and  Against the Loveless World (2020). I have her second 
book The Blue Between Sky and Water (2015) ready to be read when I 
get a little time. I read Persepolis last summer (by Marjane Satrapi, 
image below) and that was eye opening.  That book has been 
banned, by the way. 
 
I personally believe that God wants us to be disciples of Jesus, who 
was a revolutionary in his day: he spoke up against oppression, 
befriended the marginalized of that society, and spoke against all 
injustice.  We must too. Please, let us use our voices against the evils 
that we see in this world. Let us speak together for the desire of 
God: for us to spread love in the world, this world that is 
interconnected at all times. 
 
Let us do this work together, in whatever way feels best for you: 
read, listen, participate, speak up and out, write and let us use our 
platforms to spread (God's) love throughout the world. 
 
May you have a lovely long weekend,  
Blessings, 
Jenni 
 
p.s. don't forget to sign up for the 40 days of Anti-racism and the Desmond Cole event on Tuesday! 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

Hello Companions for the 40 Days,      

At last! It is time to begin! Are you ready for 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism? 

It all starts this coming Tuesday, October 11.  

Overview of the 40 Days  
  

 
There are many ways to participate in 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism. It runs from 

October 11–November 27, and here’s a quick summary of how you can participate:  

 Read the daily written reflections. The reflections for the upcoming week will be 

posted on the 40 Days website.  

 Be part of a 40 Days Live Event. These online events will run weekly, on Tuesdays, 

starting either at 12:00 noon or 7:00 p.m. ET.  

 Join the 40 Days study group. Small groups will be gathering weekly, and there’s still 

time to sign up for one! The deadline for registration is October 11 at 12:00 noon, 

ET. 

 Buy a book addressing anti-racism. The United Church Bookstore is offering a 

discount on selected anti-racism books, and we’ll feature one book each week in this 

newsletter!  

There are many other ways to engage—you can choose what might work best for you!  

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

OUTREACH  

The Carlington Community Chaplaincy's hospitality for our neighbours has shifted. Instead of takeout 
breakfasts the Chaplaincy now serves coffee, tea and a healthy snack. The hospitality budget skyrocketed 
and can no longer afford breakfasts. More information on the Chaplaincy's needs and plans will follow when 
Chaplain Steve Zytveld speaks at Kitchissippi on Sunday October 16. We can all help with grocery cards, 
financial donations and muffins! Weekly would be wonderful (bring them to church Sundays in a bag, we'll 
deliver) but for a start let's have a big muffin and grocery card drive on Sunday October 16 for 
the Chaplaincy. Thanks in advance for your baking and financial support! 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
Book/Theology study will begin on Tuesdays from 1 - 3pm and here is the Powerpoint that we will continue 
to discuss:   https://cobb.institute/educators-toolbox/what-is-process-thought-20-key-ideas/ We got through 
ideas 1-7, and so may get through 8-20 on Tuesday. All are welcome!  
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89093844185 
 
KUC Council meeting – Tuesday October 18, at 7pm (via Zoom) 
 
KUC Affirm Circle meeting - Tuesday October 25, 2022 at 7 pm (via zoom) 
 
The Men's Book Club - This club is tailored to retired male participants who enjoy discussing books. It is NOT 
a traditional book club but rather a "Book Report Club."  Each participant reads what they want to read and 
gives a short dissertation of the book which is intended to spark conversation. This group will meet once a 
month at the church, however, you do not need to be a church member to join in - some are not.  If you think 
this could be of interest, please contact Rob Harcourt at  Robertharcourt360@gmail.com. 
 

CAMP KALLALLA HONEY 
 
Camp Kalalla Honey There was some confusion about the honey order form in the 
previous Friday files. The revised order form is attached and also available at the back 
of the church.  Honey ordered is expected sometime by mid-November, in time for 
Christmas, and will be available for pick up at the church. If you have any questions or 
difficulty with the form, please contact Mary Laidlaw at laidlawb@rogers.com or  
613-829-0274.  Thank you for your support.  
 
 

UNITED CHURCH CALENDARS FOR SALE NOW! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023 United Church Calendars are 
here 

 
Calendars can be purchased after 
church on Sundays.   
 
Cost $6.00 
 
 



 

 

BEET PICKLES ARE READY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OLD HYMN BOOKS 
 
We have a surplus of More Voices and Voices United hymn books.  We also have some of the old blue 
hymnaries.  They will be available at the back of the church is you would like a copy(ies).  If you are unable to 
make it to church in the next few weeks and would like a copy just send Mary Laidlaw an e-mail 
at laidlawb@rogers.com. 
 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU - PLEASE REACH OUT 
 

Kitchissippi United Church 
630 Island Park Drive 
Ottawa, ON K1Y 0B7 
PHONE: 613-722-7254 
______________________ 
The office will be closed on 
Monday, October 10, 2022 
 
All office emails and phone 
messages will be checked 
through the week. 
 

www.kitchissippiuc.com 

 
Rev. Jenni Leslie   
Minister                              jleslie@kitchissippiuc.com 
 

Diana Brushey     
Faith Formation Leader             diana.brushey@kitchissippiuc.com 
 
Kirsten Gracequist                  
Office Administrator                   kgracequist@kitchissippiuc.com 
Office Phone: 613-722-7254       Cell 613-715-2294 
 
Gavan Quinn  
Music Director                              gavanquinn@gmail.com   
 
Jerzy Spychalski   
Custodian  
 

 

Beet Pickles are now 
available! 

 
All proceeds will go to 

the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation. To place an 

order please contact 
Marion Reid at 

613-722-0274 
 

$6.00 per jar 
 


