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Lent: Relationships with neighbours  

in the LGBTQ2S+ Community 
 

*Indicates please stand in body or spirit 
Congregational responses in BOLD type. 

 
WE GATHER TOGETHER 

 
PRELUDE     Choral Prelude                                                         Zachau 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP AND OPENING PRAYER† 
Gathered together, we proclaim the good news of God publicly, 

intentionally, and explicitly: 

This community joyfully affirms God’s love for all, including 

LGBTQ2S+ people. 
How wonderful are the many works of God’s creative hand! 

May all who long for Love’s embrace feel their holy worth.  

Let us pray together: 

God, when you called each of us into being, you delighted in your 

works. You gifted us with differences that illuminate the breadth of 

beauty, wisdom, and practices of love in your creation. In whatever 

ways we still struggle to accept and celebrate our own unique 

offerings, free us from narrow thinking that confines, constrains, or 

condemns your good work in us. Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN   How Firm a Foundation     VU 660 

LEARNING TOGETHER 
 

SUNG RESPONSE – Jesus Came, a Child Like Me (v 3)  VU 583 
Jesus came God’s work to do, came to live in me and you,  
came to turn the world around till God’s peace and love are found. 
Live, Jesus, near us, live, Jesus with us, 
Live Jesus, in us, come, live in us today. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION†                                              Jane Craig              

Holy Wisdom, come. We long for your truth that sets the captives free. 

Bring us your Word that liberates. Quiet all that turns us against 

ourselves, one another, or any of your creatures and creations. Lead us 

in love that mends and restores. Amen. 

READING  Corinthians 12:12-26 (pg.1134) 

 

SHARING OUR STORIES: PUBLIC – Kate Holden 

 
SUNG RESPONSE  Who Is My Mother? (v. 1 & 2)    MV 178 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 30       VU 757 

 

SHARING OUR STORIES: INTENTIONAL – Sylvia Smith 

 

ANTHEM  Domine Deus, Agnus Dei                                               Vivaldi

   

READING John 15:12–14, 17–19 (pg.1052-53) 

 

SHARING OUR STORIES: EXPLICIT –  

 
SUNG RESPONSE  Who Is My Mother? (v. 3 & 4)   MV 178 

SHARING OUR STORIES OF HOPE ABOUT PIE  
 

*HYMN *HYMN    We Are a Rainbow (see insert)                          
 
  WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 
OFFERING   Aria in G Minor                                                           Corelli 

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE  Praise God from Whom     VU 541 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low; give thanks to God in 

love made known: Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 
 
 

 



          
PRAYER OF DEDICATION†† (unison) 
Receive these gifts that we have given, God, as a symbol of all that we 

seek to be and to do in your way.  Bless what we have offered and 

direct us in the use of these offerings for your glory and for the well-

being of all.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE 

 
*HYMN     For the Healing of the Nations    VU 678   

*COMMISSIONING ††† 
May the blessing of God give us strength for the way; 
may the Spirit of Wisdom give us vision for the road; 
May the love of Christ make us caring companions; 
as together we go forth in this Lenten time.  
Let us go in love and peace.  Amen. 

 
SUNG BENEDICTION Refrain from Dust and Ashes    VU 105 

Take us by the hand and lead us,  
lead us through the desert sands 
bring us living water, Holy Spirit, come. 

 
RECESSIONAL Postlude in C Minor                                         Pergolesi 
(Please feel free to stay and listen or to move to the hall for coffee, tea 

and cookies.  All are welcome!) 
 

† From PIE Day resources found at united-church.ca.  Used with permission. 
††Written by Bill Steadman.  Gathering, Lent/Easter 2020, page 37. Used with permission. 
†††From Celebrate God's Presence. Used with permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2020 

Lent III 

Relationships with LGBTQ2S+ 
 

 

 

 



                  
We Are a Rainbow 
Words and music by David Kai ©2017  

Tune: Slocan (see below) 

 

We’re the light of all the world, we are a city on a hill, 

We’re a candle on a stand proclaiming light, 

We will not hide our lamp beneath a bushel any more, 

We will shine a ray of hope that’s burning bright. 

 

Chorus: We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace, 

For the flood of tears will finally cease to be, 

Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the sky, 

Paint the world in colours proud and bold and free. 

 

We’re a coat of many colours, sewn from many different threads, 

Covering all in warmth, in welcome and in grace, 

God said “Let there be light”, created every varied shade, 

In the rainbow each of us can find a place.  

Chorus: 

 

We are hope to still believe in tomorrow’s better day, 

We are peace in a world that’s torn apart, 

We are joy that will last in all the struggles that we face, 

We are love that blooms and grows in every heart.  

Chorus: 

 

When we face the storms of life, we will never be alone, 

For our God will be with us on the way, 

Hand in hand, side by side, we won’t be frightened* any more, 

As the mourning night of tears breaks into day.  

Chorus: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Are a Rainbow 
Words and music by David Kai ©2017  

Tune: Slocan (see below) 

 

We’re the light of all the world, we are a city on a hill, 

We’re a candle on a stand proclaiming light, 

We will not hide our lamp beneath a bushel any more, 

We will shine a ray of hope that’s burning bright. 

 

Chorus: We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace, 

For the flood of tears will finally cease to be, 

Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the sky, 

Paint the world in colours proud and bold and free. 

 

We’re a coat of many colours, sewn from many different threads, 

Covering all in warmth, in welcome and in grace, 

God said “Let there be light”, created every varied shade, 

In the rainbow each of us can find a place.  

Chorus: 

 

We are hope to still believe in tomorrow’s better day, 

We are peace in a world that’s torn apart, 

We are joy that will last in all the struggles that we face, 

We are love that blooms and grows in every heart.  

Chorus: 

 

When we face the storms of life, we will never be alone, 

For our God will be with us on the way, 

Hand in hand, side by side, we won’t be frightened* any more, 

As the mourning night of tears breaks into day.  

Chorus: 
 

 


