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Sunday, May 10, 2020
Third after Easter
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A note from Rev. Jenni
Good Friday afternoon!
Hope this Friday File finds you and your family well!
Rev. Steve, Rev. Elizabeth and I have been doing some forward planning and while we don't know when
things will 'go back to usual', we have planned into the summer, just in case. This Sunday is Mother's Day
and while we would have been enjoying Frank Chapman and Gavan leading the men in singing to the
mothers and women of the congregation if we were at Kitchissippi, what will happen is physically
distanced worship, providing all with safety. We will miss that though, Frank and Gavan, and will look
forward to next May when it will be exponentially enjoyed!
We have also planned that I will be off on Study leave from Sunday May 17 - 23rd, attending the virtual
Festival of Homiletics (which I attended in person last year at this time in Minneapolis, MN). Rev. Elizabeth
will also be attending and off on Study leave that week, but we are taking different Sundays off (me the
17th and her the 24th). We are planning to celebrate communion on May 31st - Pentecost, celebrate Pride
Sunday on June 7th with a special guest (hopefully), and observe Indigenous Day of Prayer on June 21st,
again with a special guest (hopefully). As per their usual, Rev. Steve will take the month of July off and
Rev. Elizabeth the month of August. I will likely take 2 weeks in July and 2 weeks in August, as is our
custom. Denise and the Worship Circle of Kitchissippi are working on Services in the summer and what
might be possible. Thanks to this group of volunteers!
Personally, I'm lamenting that I am not going on Sabbatical this summer (would have started on Monday,
May 11th). It was the right decision for me and my family and the church, but first I will lament the loss of
plans that we've been looking forward to, lament the loss of expanses of time without the rigor of church
work and a break for thinking, dreaming and Spirit. I will move through the loss, as we all have had to and
will eventually embrace what is and what will be. I know we are all lamenting loss of gathering for church,
loss of community, loss of physical touch with family and loved ones. We are all lamenting and grieving and it is valid. Moving through it, instead of ignoring it or pushing it away, is the healthy way:
acknowledge, grieve, lament, process...pray all the way through...the path towards healing and eventually
rejoicing. Talking your way through it is also important, so please be in touch if you'd like to talk?
Blessings for a weekend of grieving, lamenting, rejoicing - whatever you have planned! Stay home, stay
well, God loves you,
Jenni
p.s.I am Including this image, as I sent the wrong one previously. Be gentle with yourselves!
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We are here for you! Please reach out!
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