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Message from Rev. Jenni!
Hello all!
With Church activities suspended in the building, we are finding ways to connect with one another and
with God, outside of the building and in our own homes. We have swiftly created a phone tree and 17
volunteers have been calling everyone on the phone list. (If you get this message by email, but haven't
received a phone call, please let me know and I will rectify that.)
Because we are conciliar church (without Bishops and Cardinals), the General Council - including the
Moderator and the General Secretary - does not have the ability to 'close' churches during this
pandemic. They provide counsel and support but won't tell us what to do. We rely on our Council to
guide us with wisdom, which, I must say they have done so gracefully. My deep gratitude to Ian and his
team!
The General Secretary, Nora Saunders, has been writing letters to church members which have been
helpful. Here is her latest: https://mailchi.mp/united-church/resources-covid19?e=aa1593423a
Do you love Taize music as much as me? We've been singing a lot of Taize chants at the Good Friday
service for a few years. Here are the brothers of Taize singing their evening prayers. Hours of beautiful
voices to feed your spirit. http://www.taize.fr/en_article27540.html
Sunday morning worship will continue online via the Livestreaming that Rideau Park does every
Sunday. My friends and colleagues, Steve Clifton and Elizabeth Bryce are the ministers there and have
agreed to let me join them to lead worship. This week, I will be leading the children's time (without
children in the sanctuary!) and helping to lead worship. Rev. Steve will be preaching. You can find that
here: rideaupark.ca - click on Watch Live at 10am on Sunday! You can arrive late, you can drink coffee/tea
and eat your breakfast, you can wear your pjs...no one will know!
I decided to reach out to you by video - my skills are not advanced, so please bear with me!
Continued good health, self-isolation, safety and wellness to you all!
Please be in touch by email - jleslie@kitchissippiuc.com or 613 407-4068.
Blessings,
Jenni
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Eco Christianity Challenge- continues!

Green Up Your Lent and Reduce Carbon Emissions:
Take Shorter Showers and Turn Off the Taps
THE CHALLENGE: See if you can reduce your shower time by 2 minutes (or
more), and turn off the tap whenever possible.
Did you know: Of all the water on earth, 97.5% is salt and 2.5% is fresh? Of the fresh water, almost ¾ of it is
frozen in the polar icecaps. Much of the other ¼ is tied up in soil moisture, and underground aquifers.
Surprising little is readily accessible for direct use (about .007% of all water).
Locally, we are very fortunate to have access to fresh water for daily use. But do we treat it with the intent to
live with respect in creation?
Showers account for one of the largest water uses, together with toilets and clothes washers. The average
shower lasts for 8.2 minutes and, at an average flow rate of 2.5 gallons per minute (depending on the shower
head), uses 20 gallons (75 liters) of water – which has been purified for consumption, and heated for home
use.
A full bathtub requires about 70 gallons of water, while taking a five-minute shower uses around 12 gallons.
Even with a tub ½ full, baths use more water than showers.
For the enthusiast of shorter showers, you can further reduce your water consumption by turning the water
off while brushing teeth, lathering up or washing hair; then turn on the water to rinse. This approach could
cut your water run time in the shower by minutes.
Keep track of how many times in the week you:
• take a shower instead of a bath;
• carve 2 minutes (+) off your regular shower time;
• turn off tap while you brush teeth, lather, or wash hair.
Carbon Emissions are the main contributor to global warming and climate change. Our government has
committed to a global agreement to reduce our carbon emissions to avoid devastating climate change.
Let’s do our part to Care for Creation!
Kitchissippi UC Ecological Christianity Circle

Affirm – celebration policy (new)
The KUC Council has been working towards the implementation of a Celebration Policy (Marriages and
other transitions) over the past year. Several circles have been involved in reviewing the policy which is
attached to the Friday file. At this point, Council wishes to circulate the policy to the congregation. We
have discussed and reviewed this policy most recently at the February 2020 Council meeting.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the preparation of the Celebration Policy, particularly Mary
Laidlaw who spoke with many groups (the UCW, the Affirm Ministry circle, and others) before doing the
main drafting work. It was our goal to adopt a policy which is clear and inclusive. We also understand that
the proposed tariffs are in line with fee structures of other local churches offering similar services.
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